
Advanced Placement Music Theory

Introduction to Music History 
Summer Assignment Instructions

PURPOSE:  This summer assignment is designed as an exploratory module to get you better acquainted 
with the music you will be studying in this class, as well as a sense of the development of musical thought 
over time.  Please do the assignment without the aid of any technological device, and rely solely on your 

ear and your own observations. You have to do the assignment anyway, so you may as well do it in a way 
that benefits you!  I tried to give you something fun, I hope you enjoy it.  If you are friends with someone 

in class, feel free to work in pairs or groups if you choose.

The following are the major eras, or periods, of music history.  They are presented in chronological order:

Medieval Music Period (500-1400)          
Renaissance Music Period (1400-1600)

Baroque Music Period (1600-1760)
Classical Music Period (not the genre!) (1730-1820)

Romantic Music Period (1780-1910)
Impressionist Music Period (1875-1925)
Expressionist Music Period (1900-2000)

Jazz (1900-Present)

Go to the Ryle Website and find Mr. Heinʼs website under “Teacher Websites.”  Click the AP Music Theory 
tab and find the summer assignment links in the bottom right hand corner.

Part 1.  Listen to each track in its entirety without distractions (put the Twitter down!!)  Commit yourself 
fully to just listening.  Close your eyes if you like and pay attention to what is going on in the music.  Write 
at least a one paragraph journal entry (3-5 sentences per paragraph) for each track.  Some tracks are 
longer than others, so you may want to split listening up over a day or two (unless youʼve procrastinated 
and this assignment is due tomorrow.....) but thatʼs not you, right? Right.
 
Part 2.  After you have listened, research these musical eras on the internet (Wikipedia is fine!) and 
identify at least five characteristics for each era that distinguishes them from the others.  Be as selective 
and specific as you can when identifying these characteristics.  If you run across a term you donʼt 
understand, look it up!  Do not cite anything as a characteristic if you do not understand what it 
means--that doesnʼt help you!

Part 3.  Listen to each track in its entirety without distractions once again.  Review your journal entries 
from your first listening session. Based on your research of the musical eras in Part 2, match each 
musical selection to each musical era.  Each musical era will be represented, and only once.  Defend 
your choices by citing specific evidence from what you hear in the music to what you know from the 
research.  Each defense should be between two and three paragraphs (3-5 sentences per paragraph), 
minimum.

This summer assignment will be due on the first day of class, no exceptions.  You will not be graded on 
the accuracy of your guesses, but by the thought and effort you put into your responses!

DONT CHEAT BY USING SOUNDHOUND OR ANY OTHER APP THAT CAN IDENTIFY MUSIC 
PLAYED.  YOU ARE ONLY CHEATING YOURSELF. THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE FUN!

Looking forward to working with all of you next Fall!!!!

Mr. Hein




